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“Invitation To Eternal Life”     Isaiah 55    FCC 10:30am   Richard Ferris     April 1, 2018 
 

[SLIDE # 1 ]  I want to show you something:  This is an invitation. 
And not just any invitation – it’s an invitation to a wedding. 

And it’s not just an invitation to any wedding – this is the invitation we plan to send out to guests 
of my daughter’s wedding. 

These are hot off the press! 
 
I’m proud to say that my oldest daughter, Michaela will be wed (Lord willing) to Mr. Grant 

Lindemuth on July 21 this year. 
My wife and I are thrilled! 
 
Invitations are important. 
 They’re formal, carefully worded and specially printed items. 
  Each one printed on fine stationary, with nice calligraphy. 
 Usually they’re mailed out 6-8 weeks in advance to give guests time to respond. 
 
When you receive an invitation, there are two ways to respond. 

You can accept the invitation – and make plans to attend. 
Or you can decline the invitation – and not show up.  

  
But whether you accept or decline – it’s clear – the person who sent the invitation thought enough 

of you to include your name on the guest list. 
 
[SLIDE # 2 ]  Isaiah 55 is an invitation from God. 
It’s an “Easter” invitation to sinners all over the world to come and rejoice! 
 And all He expects you to do is respond in time. 
 
With my daughter’s wedding, we’ve been thinking a lot about invitations recently. 

Typically, there are 3 parts to the wedding invitation. 
  There’s the invitation itself, the response card, and the reception. 
 
True to form – we find those 3 aspects in God’s invitation to us – in Isaiah 55. 
 Let’s look first at the invitation. 
  The invitation is verses 1-5. 
 
[SLIDE # 3 ]  If you’re one of those people transfixed by British Royalty, you know that last 

week the wedding invitations were sent out for Meghan Markle and Prince Harry’s big 
day – (which is May 19 in case you’ve been out of the Galaxy for the past few months.) 

They were printed using American ink on English cardstock – because she’s American and he’s 
English. (duh!) 

So, if you don’t get your invitation in the mail this week, you can safely assume: you weren’t 
invited!  (Sorry about that.) 

http://www.news.com.au/entertainment/celebrity-life/royals/invites-to-meghan-markle-and-prince-harrys-wedding-had-a-subtle-nod-to-her-divorce/news-story/7c4d8d926d05c3951fbe4e30b53dbd48  
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[SLIDE # 4 ]  But, cheer up! You ol’ bloke -  you have been invited to an even bigger and better 
royal wedding! 

Look at verses 1 and 2 with me. 
 
Three times in the Hebrew (4 in the NIV) God says “Come!” 
 This is an urgent, sincere invitation to come. 
Yes, to Israel – but verses 4 & 5 expand the guest list to include everybody. 
 Everybody is welcome to come. 
 
[SLIDE # 5 blank ]  God is urging everyone to respond – it borders on “begging.” 
“Listen, listen to me,” he says, “and eat what is good & your soul will delight in the richest of fare.” 
 
The invite isn’t just to an all-you-can-buffet. 

In fact, this isn’t really about your stomach at all! 
 
God is providing something that satisfies a much deeper need than food and drink. 
 Because He says in verse 3, “Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live.” 
 
This is a “Banquet of Life.” 
 God is promising an “everlasting feast for your soul!”    
  He wants to satisfy a “deeper hunger” – a more “elemental, primal thirst.” 
 
Real life – verse 3 says – involves living under an “everlasting covenant” with God. 

The word “covenant” means “promise.”  
And I don’t have to tell you what “everlasting” means. 

God is saying that in the future - He will make a new “everlasting promise” with Israel that will 
have worldwide implications. 

 
It springs from God’s “faithful love” promised to the OT King, David. 
 What future covenant might this be? 
It must be the “New Covenant” that Jesus ratified with His blood when He died on the Cross. 

Jesus is the “Son of David” who will rule on David’s throne. 
 
Jesus - as verse 4 says – became “a witness, a leader, and commander of all peoples.” 
      Through the Gospel, Jesus summoned the nations – even the whole world – to the God of Israel. 
 
Now we see the scope of this invitation! 
 It comes from God to the entire world! 
 
Now – what about the Banquet Menu listed here? 
 The food is “good,” “the richest of fare.” 
  And to slake your thirst there are 3 drinks on tap: water, wine and milk. 
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If you’re familiar with the NT, these 3 beverages have a familiar ring. 
You’ll recall Jesus frequently used the image of water to illustrate Messianic blessings. 

To a woman standing beside a well – Jesus offered water. 
 Sounds silly to offer water to a woman who’s standing beside a water source. 
There’s plenty in reach. 

But Jesus was talking about something deeper – He was alluding to Isaiah 55. 
 He said to her… 

 
[SLIDE # 6 ]  NIV John 4:13-14 NIV  Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this [well] water 

will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, 
the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

  
Later on, in John 7, Jesus stood up at the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles and He shouted,  
[SLIDE # 7 ]  “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 

Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
   
So, Jesus used “Water” as a metaphor for spiritual refreshment and fulfillment. 
 He was delivering what Isaiah 55 promises: eternal life through Him, the Messiah. 
 
[SLIDE # 8 blank ]  Not only will there be “water” at the Feast – there will be “wine.” 
 Throughout the Bible, “wine” is a symbol of blessing and abundant joy. 
 
And so, it’s no surprise we find Jesus interacting with this beverage in the Gospels, too. 

Jesus changed water into wine as His first miracle. 
  Significantly, the occasion was a Wedding Banquet. 
 
Wine was a noteworthy part of Passover, too. 

As Jesus led His Disciples through the Final Passover in the Upper Room -  He 
postponed drinking the final cup of Passover wine.  

He said the next time He would drink wine would be in His Father’s Kingdom. 
 That’s the celebration described here in Isaiah 55! 
 
The third beverage mentioned at the Feast is “milk.” 
 “Milk” represents nourishment, like what an infant receives from his mother. 
  It’s used in the NT to refer to spiritual sustenance.  
 
These 3 deeply symbolic beverages combined with the sumptuous feast are brought to us 

courtesy of the New Covenant.  
A “covenant” Jesus made with Israel at the Last Supper whose spiritual benefits extend to 

everyone today. 
 
How much would you expect to pay for such an all-you-can-eat eternal smorgasbord? 
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[SLIDE # 9 ]  I checked online. 
The most expensive meal in the world is the $1,850 per person meal at “Sublimotion” in Spain. 

Each seating – or “show” as they call it – accommodates only 12 diners. 
It’s a tasting menu of 15-20 courses. 

It’s also a feast for the senses – combining food, art & technology during a 3-hour meal/experience. 
 https://www.forbes.com/sites/karlaalindahao/2016/03/03/worlds-most-expensive-meals-sublimition-masa-guy-savoy-prix-fixe-restaurants/#501755ba9a99  

 
[SLIDE # 10 blank ]  Would you pay $1,850 for Isaiah 55’s “eternal banquet?” 

I would!  I’d pay a lot more for a seat at the table with Jesus! 
 But, the surprising cost is  -  Zero! 

The Banquet God invites us to -  is FREE!  
  

3x in the opening 2 verses God invites people to come who “have no money.” 
 Come “without money and without cost.” 
 

That doesn’t mean it cost nothing. 
 Someone paid for us to go. 

And that Someone was Jesus. 
  

He paid on Good Friday. 
 He bought your meal with His death. 
  And He secured your reservation with His Resurrection on Easter. 
 

We cannot buy a seat at His table because our sin prevents us from eating with God. 
So, Jesus paid the price of our dinner with His Blood.  
 And He invites us – as His guests – to sit at the King’s Table. 

 
Think about this!   

Jesus paid your way into the Kingdom of God! 
  That makes Easter your invitation to Eternal Life! 
-------- 
[SLIDE # 11 ]   I mentioned earlier that invitations require a response. 
 RSVP are the French initials for reh-ponday see voo pley which means “please respond.” 
 
Nowadays, people include pre-printed, pre-addressed, pre-stamped response cards. 
 By including “response cards” the hope is to encourage a greater proportion of invited 

guests to respond. 
 
[SLIDE # 12 blank ]   For my daughter’s wedding we will include Response Cards. 
 When you are inviting a crowd – you need to know how many to prepare for. 
 
Receiving a wedding invitation doesn’t obligate the recipient either to attend the wedding or to 

send a gift. 
The sole obligation of the person receiving an invitation is to respond – nothing else! 
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That’s the point of verses 6-11. 
These verses urge us to respond to the Lord’s invitation. 

This is the response card encouraging you to RSVP. 
 

As with any event, you must respond by a certain date. 
 Verse 6 says, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.” 
This is a limited time offer. 
 You must respond before time runs out! 
  
You have to reserve your spot during the divinely determined “day of grace.” 
 And this suggests that your reply is an urgent matter. 
 
Now, the amazing part of this invitation is that God is inviting sinners to respond. 
 This is not an exclusive invitation to the righteous, the religious or the well-respected. 
  
[SLIDE # 13 ]   I was reading about the upcoming royal wedding. 
I learned that Prince Harry and Ms. Markle are inviting members of the public to their wedding. 

For instance, last week Daniella Timperley, an 18 year old student from Northern Ireland 
received an invitation.  

She and 1,200 other random people from all over the United Kingdom are receiving invitations. 
Common people who would otherwise have no chance of ever attending a Royal event. 

 
The same is true with God’s invitation to the Banquet in Isaiah 55. 
 
[SLIDE # 14 blank ]   Look at verse 7. 
“Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and He 

will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon.” 
 
The invitation goes out to people called “wicked!”  He invites “the evil man!” 

Anyone who will turn from their ways – to the Lord – will receive “mercy.” 
   He will “freely pardon.” 
 
Some people say, “That doesn’t make any sense! I don’t believe God would let “wicked, evil” 

people into Heaven.” 
“Don’t I have to join a religion? Don’t I have to do some good works? Don’t I have to be 

baptized, christened, confirmed, circumcised, bar mitzvah’ed or travel to Mecca?” 
“Don’t I have to light candles, pray a prayer, walk the aisle, rest on the Sabbath, skip bacon, 

burn incense, or sit in a yoga pose for hours and say Ommm?” 
 
No! God says, “You’re not thinking like I think!” 

He says in verses 8 & 9, “My thoughts are not your thoughts. Neither are your ways my 
ways. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
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Don’t make the mistake of thinking that God thinks like you think! 
 God says, “You don’t!” 
 
God knows we can’t forsake sin – let’s face it, none of us even want to!  
 None of us can merit heaven! 

So, He extends “mercy.” He makes salvation “free!” 
 
Hey, this is what’s so great about Easter. 
 Jesus accomplished what you could never do. 
  He died the death you deserved. 
   And rose from the grave to INVITE you live forever with him. 
 
All He asks is that you R.S.V.P.! 

All He asks is that you RESPOND, and He will have mercy on you – He will freely pardon. 
“For, everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved." 
 
I know what some of you are thinking. 

You’re thinking, “My mom taught me that if something sounds too good to be true – it 
probably is.” 

I get that.  That’s why you have to take stock of the person making the promise. 
 
Here, the person making these amazing promises: is the Lord. 
 And the “Word of the Lord” is absolutely dependable. 
 
Verse 10 compares God’s Word to the “rain and the snow” that fall every year and never fail to 

produce growth.  
When has vegetation ever taken a year off? 

Never!  Neither does God’s Word. 
  
In this context, He’s saying: “Since I’ve promised mercy and forgiveness to anyone who seeks Me 

– you can count on the fact that if you RESPOND to Me, that’s exactly what you’ll find.” 
“I wouldn’t have said it if I didn’t mean it.” 
 “And because I said it – you can bank on it!” 
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[SLIDE # 15 ]  The Bible is like no other book. 
 It has been shown to be historically accurate 
 It’s filled with hundreds of fulfilled specific prophecies. 
 Surviving countless attempts to ban it, destroy it, change it or deny it. 
 And though written by at least 40 different authors of diverse backgrounds, over the span 

of 1600 years, in 13 different countries, on 3 different continents, in 3 different languages 
– it is one, unified book that does not contradict itself theologically, morally, ethically, 
doctrinally, scientifically or historically. 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/authorship-and-inspiration/what-evidence-is-there-that-the-bible-is-in-fact-gods-word-11542346.html  

And that’s important – because God is urging us to trust His Word. 
 He says in verse 11, “my word will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for 

which I sent it.” 
He said He’d have mercy.  He said He’d freely pardon. 
 He said, “Come, buy and eat – without money and without cost.” 
He’s asking you to trust Him – and RESPOND to His INVITATION. 
-------- 
[SLIDE # 16 ]  If you choose to respond “yes!” – you are invited to the RECEPTION. 
The Reception is hospitality for those who have attended the wedding.  
 As the name implies: the host receives the guests for a celebration. 
 
Prince Harry and Ms. Markle’s reception will be hosted by Prince Charles for about 200 of 

Harry and Meghan’s closest friends. 
[SLIDE # 17 ]  It’ll be at the Frogmore House which is about a 1/2 mile down the road from 

Windsor Castle. 
Frogmore House is a beautiful country estate that dates from the 17th century. 

The Reception will be private affair at which the newlyweds will truly be able to relax & 
enjoy themselves. 

 
[SLIDE # 18 blank ]  In Isaiah 55, the RECEPTION is described in verses 12 and 13. 
All believers will head into the Kingdom to live in “joy and peace.” 

And all creation will rejoice. 
Figuratively, “the mountains and hills will sing for joy and the all the trees of the field will clap 

their hands.” 
 
It’s a poetic way of saying – the whole earth is going to Par-tay! 

God will lift “the curse” in the Kingdom Age. 
Remember, in Genesis 3 – when Adam sinned – God cursed the ground. 

And Creation has been groaning under the weight of the Curse ever since. 
 
Here, the Curse that brought forth “thorn bushes and briers” will be removed. 

And now the Earth will bring forth only useful trees and shrubs. 
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When Jesus returns, there will be a real change in nature – “when the times of refreshing come 
from the Lord.” 

And then “the hope of the world” will be realized:  Peace and joy throughout the Earth! 
 It’ll be a RECEPTION “for the Lord’s renown!” 
  And no one – no one – has to miss it! 
------- 
 
[SLIDE # 19 ]  There’s a Golden Age on the horizon. 
 And a great banquet is planned.  
And God thought enough of you to include your name on the guest list! 
 
It wasn’t a mistake! 
 He loves you! 
  And He wants YOU to be there - to spend eternity with Him. 
 
Jesus suffered for your sins – rose from the grave – to INVITE you to Eternal Life! 

And all He wants is for you to say “Yes” to His invitation. 
 
God’s timeless invitation still stands. 
 How do I know? 
Because he repeats this very invitation in the last chapter of the Bible. 
 
Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of 

life. (Revelation 22:17) 
 
He’s talking to you! 

Easter is your invitation to eternal life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Next Step Today Is To… 

 RSVP “Yes!” to God’s invitation to receive eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


